
N e o n  S q u i d

Pic ture  Books ,  Chapter  Books ,
Midd le  Grade ,  Young Adu l t ,  

and  more !

Black  Vo ices
for  K ids  &  Teens

New & Noteworthy  Books !

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374393106/king-a-life-young-adult-edition
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250891150/oshunandmeastoryofloveandbraids
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250866332/where-there-be-monsters
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374389154/outofstepintoyou


  The  Coret ta  Scot t  K ing  Book  Award

  Winners  and  Honor  Books                   3

  P ic ture  Books                                     5

  Poet ry  for  a l l  Ages                            11

  M idd le  Grade                                     13

  Young Adu l t                                      16

Table  o f  Contents

Download  an  Exce l  gr id  
o f  cata log  t i t l es  here .

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16Q4l3EbvcM36tjAVzNzlwDoHmqA5mOWGbmHjfDL5vM4/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16Q4l3EbvcM36tjAVzNzlwDoHmqA5mOWGbmHjfDL5vM4/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16Q4l3EbvcM36tjAVzNzlwDoHmqA5mOWGbmHjfDL5vM4/edit#gid=0


The  The  Coret ta  Scot t  K ing  Book  Awards  
Winners  and  Honor  Books

Click the covers to learn more about these titles!
The Coretta Scott King Book Awards are given annually to outstanding African American authors and illustrators of

books for children and young adults that demonstrate an appreciation of African American culture and universal
human values. The award commemorates the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and honors his wife, Mrs.

Coretta Scott King, for her courage and determination to continue the work for peace and world brotherhood. 
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Before John Was a
Jazz Giant and 
Rosa are now

available in
paperback!

Learn more about 

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250056757/underground
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626722552/in-plain-sight
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805079944/before-john-was-a-jazz-giant
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312376024/rosa
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250068231/how-it-went-down
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312659363/keeping-the-night-watch
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312373832/francie
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805078817/visiting-langston
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805073997/uptown
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805008005/everett-andersons-goodbye
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250229021/we-wait-for-the-sun


The  Coret ta  Scot t  K ing  Book  Awards  
Winners  and  Honor  Books
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John  Steptoe  Award  
for  New Ta lent
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374303013/mama-africa
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312622930/standing-against-the-wind
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250780362/me-moth
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781596435407/when-the-beat-was-born
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374411831/chill-wind
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250220950/choosing-brave
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250816559
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-choosing-brave-by-angela-joy-illustrated-by-janelle-washington/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-choosing-brave-by-angela-joy-illustrated-by-janelle-washington/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-choosing-brave-by-angela-joy-illustrated-by-janelle-washington/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/mackids-spotlight-jas-hammonds/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/mackids-spotlight-jas-hammonds/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-choosing-brave-by-angela-joy-illustrated-by-janelle-washington/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/mackids-spotlight-amber-mcbride/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/mackids-spotlight-amber-mcbride/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-choosing-brave-by-angela-joy-illustrated-by-janelle-washington/


Pic ture  Books  -  B iograph ies
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Spotlight on Choosing Brave
A Caldecott-honor winning picture book biography of the
mother of Emmett Till, and how she channeled grief over her
son's death into a call to action for the civil rights movement.

Caldecott Honor Book
Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Honor
Coretta Scott King - John Steptoe Award for Illustrations
Orbis Pictus Honor Book
Jane Addams Children’s Book Award Winner
Walter Dean Myer Award Winner
Cybils 2022 Award Winner for Middle School Nonfiction
Boston Globe-Horn Nonfiction Honor Book

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250239464
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250205667/flying-high
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250127730/brave-ballerina
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250229021/we-wait-for-the-sun
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250220950
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250797032/ordinary-days
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374391225/glenn-burke-game-changer
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-ida-b-wells-voice-of-truth-by-michelle-duster-illustrated-by-laura-freeman/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-ida-b-wells-voice-of-truth-by-michelle-duster-illustrated-by-laura-freeman/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-choosing-brave-by-angela-joy-illustrated-by-janelle-washington/


Pic ture  Books  -  B iograph ies
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Spotlight on Coretta
Adapted from her adult memoir and illustrated by
Caldecott Honoree Ekua Holmes, this is the
autobiography of Coretta Scott King––wife of Martin
Luther King, Jr., founder of the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Center for Nonviolent Social Change (the King Center),
and twentieth-century American civil and human rights
activist.

★ “A moving testimonial…eloquent and stately.” 
– Kirkus Reviews, starred review
★ “Reynolds and Holmes bring this civil rights icon to life.” 
– The Horn Book, starred review

New in 2025

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374313456
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781596435407/when-the-beat-was-born
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374303013/mama-africa
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781596434738/black-jack
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374307042/runaway
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250167101/coretta-the-autobiography-of-mrs-coretta-scott-king
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250779502/a-song-for-the-unsung-bayard-rustin-the-man-behind-the-1963-march-on-washington
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374389734/claudette-colvin-i-want-freedom-now
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374391355/yvonne-clark-and-her-engineering-spark


Spot l ight  on  Bryan  Co l l i e r

More  i l lus t rated  by  Bryan  Co l l i e r
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Winner of the Caldecott Honor Medal and the Coretta Scott King
Medal, this picture book tribute to Rosa Parks celebrates the 50th
anniversary of her refusal to give up her seat on a Montgomery,
Alabama, city bus.

Award-winning poet, writer, and activist Nikki Giovanni's evocative
text combines with Bryan Collier's striking cut-paper images to retell
the story of this historic event from a wholly unique and original
perspective.

Now available in paperback from Shelf Essentials!

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312376024/rosa
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805073997/uptown
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250073228/clemente
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805078817/visiting-langston
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781466870208/my-country-tis-of-thee
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250018694/lincoln-and-douglass
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250818355/freedom-on-the-sea


Pic ture  Book  -  Non-F ic t ion
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250107091/whats-the-difference
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250118578/i-wonder
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781596438200/28-days
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250073259/we-march
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250056757/underground


Pic ture  Books  -  F i c t ion
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New in 2025

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250806338
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374389949/big-tune
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250266514/watch-me
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250756060
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374313289
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250828583/we-are-allies
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250881298/cute-toot
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374390693/its-pride-baby
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250891150/oshunandmeastoryofloveandbraids


Pic ture  Books  -  F i c t ion

New in 2025
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New in 2025

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626722941/off-the-wall
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374312145/i-want-to-ride-the-tap-tap
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374307523/brown-baby-lullaby
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250308986/woke-baby
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250817020/you-will-do-great-things
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250814371/you-be-grandpa
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374389673/the-boy-who-found-his-voice
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250810076/seeds-of-change
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250824967/cesaria-feels-the-beat
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250806093/why
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250365934/homegrown
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374390297/a-is-for-alfie
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374390020/scarecited-on-the-first-day-of-school


Poetry  for  A l l  Ages

New in 2025
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New in 2025

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374307417/a-place-inside-of-me
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250173720/black-girl-magic
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250311207/woke
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374314378
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374390204/when-the-rain-came-down
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374390129/sister-day
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374391010/all-the-greatness-in-you
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250833570/rap-it-up
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374390907/a-season-for-fishin


Spot l ight  on  Amber  McBr ide
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Amber McBride estimates she reads about
100 books a year. Her work has been
published in literary magazines including
Ploughshares and Provincetown Arts. Her
debut young adult novel, Me (Moth) was a
finalist for the National Book Award, and
won the 2022 Coretta Scott King/John
Steptoe Award for New Talent, among
many other accolades. She is a professor of
creative writing at University of Virginia,
and lives in Charlottesville, Virgina.

Young Adu l t Midd le  Grade

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250780362/me-moth
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250908780/onyxbeyond


Midd le  Grade  F ic t ion

New in 2025 New in 2025
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New in 2025

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374388799/ruby-finley-vs-the-interstellar-invasion
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250829115/just-a-pinch-of-magic
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250903747/bodega-cats-picture-purrfect
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250772879/weirdo
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250882028/the-chainbreakers
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250866066/pilar-ramirez-and-the-escape-from-zafa
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250909299/pilar-ramirez-and-the-curse-of-san-zenon
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250900265/kwame-crashes-the-underworld
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250903761/bodega-cats-just-kitten-around
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250840882/mixed-up
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250866332/where-there-be-monsters
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250250322/for-black-girls-like-me
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250866493/in-the-key-of-us


Midd le  Grade  Non-F ic t ion
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250801067/uncomfortable-conversations-with-a-black-boy
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250294180/betty-before-x
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374389956/call-him-jack
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250229007/mighty-justice-young-readers-edition
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250623720/baseballs-leading-lady
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374390235/my-selma
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781684493753/we-need-to-talk-about-death
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250363527/history-comics-hip-hop
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-my-selma-a-southern-childhood-at-the-height-of-the-civil-rights-movement-by-willie-mae-brown/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-my-selma-a-southern-childhood-at-the-height-of-the-civil-rights-movement-by-willie-mae-brown/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-call-him-jack/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-call-him-jack/


Midd le  Grade

Born  in  the  midst  o f  a  pandemic ,
Neon  Squ id  c reates  beaut i fu l
nonf i c t ion  books  for  inqu is i t i ve
k ids  (and  k ids  at  hear t ) .  We
be l ieve  the  most  amaz ing  s tor ies
are  rea l  ones ,  so  our  books  are
for  ch i ldren  who want  to  dec ipher
anc ient  sc ro l l s ,  o rb i t  d i s tant
s tars ,  and  d ive  in to  the  deepest
oceans .

Introducing Neon Squid
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New York  T imes -bestse l l ing  author  Dhon ie l l e  C layton
makes  her  midd le-grade  debut  wi th  a  fantasy  adventure
set  in  a  g loba l  mag ic  schoo l  in  the  sky ,  per fec t  fo r  fans

of  R ick  R io rdan ,  Soman Cha inan i ,  and  Ph i l ip  Pu l lman .

Dhonielle Clayton’s Conjurverse

New in 2025

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250174949
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250174970/the-memory-thieves
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250874825/thedeadlyfates


Young Adu l t

Horror  &  Thr i l l e rs

Fantasy  &  Paranormal
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F e a t u r i n g  g o r g e o u s  s p r a y - p a i n t e d  a n d  s t e n c i l e d  e d g e s ,
d a z z l i n g  m e t a l l i c  f o i l  d e s i g n s  o n  t h e  j a c k e t  a n d  c a s e ,

a n d  a n  e x c l u s i v e  e n d p a p e r  m a p  t h a t  r e v e a l s  n e w
u n e x p l o r e d  t e r r i t o r i e s ,  T o m i  A d e y e m i ’ s  # 1  N e w  Y o r k

T i m e s - b e s t s e l l i n g  L e g a c y  o f  O r ï s h a  s e r i e s  c o m e s  t o  a n
e a r t h - s h a k i n g  c o n c l u s i o n .

Children of Anguish and Anarchy
by Tomi Adeyemi

New in 2025

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250211668/a-blade-so-black
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250153920/a-dream-so-dark
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250800817/ace-of-spades
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374390204/when-the-rain-came-down?q=Where%20Sleeping%20Girls%20Lie
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250171016/children-of-anguish-and-anarchy
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250868169/we-are-hunted
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250820372/under-the-herons-light
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374390532/thesummeriatetherich


Young Adu l t  Non-F ic t ion

Biograph ies

Non-F ic t ion
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New in 2025

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374313296/the-awakening-of-malcolm-x
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250787699/the-burning-young-readers-edition
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374312718/all-boys-arent-blue
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250817365
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250240378/opening-my-eyes-underwater
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374389727/dont-look-back
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250895585/riseup
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/discussion-guide-rise-up/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/discussion-guide-rise-up/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-the-burning-young-readers-edition-discussion-guide/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-the-burning-young-readers-edition-discussion-guide/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-the-sun-does-shine-young-readers-edition/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/educators-guide-the-sun-does-shine-young-readers-edition/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/discussion-guide-dont-look-back/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/discussion-guide-dont-look-back/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374391249/flamboyants
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374393106/king-a-life-young-adult-edition
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-the-burning-young-readers-edition-discussion-guide/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-the-burning-young-readers-edition-discussion-guide/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-the-burning-young-readers-edition-discussion-guide/


Young Adu l t  -  F i c t ion

New in 2025
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New in 2025

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250866974/promise-boys
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250854360/dark-testament
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250309853/black-girl-unlimited
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250833563/my-dear-henry-a-jekyll-hyde-remix
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250834843/and-other-mistakes
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250890139/foureidsandafuneral
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374389987/something-like-right
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-promise-boys/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-promise-boys/
http://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Dark-Testament-Educators-Guide-1.pdf
http://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Dark-Testament-Educators-Guide-1.pdf
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374389154/outofstepintoyou
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250899385/lovein280charactersorless
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250821294/angel-of-greenwood
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250853516/so-many-beginnings-a-little-women-remix


Young Adu l t  -  F i c t ion
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250788528
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250823502
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250792044/now-that-ive-found-you
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250250902/i-wanna-be-where-you-are
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250816559
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250177964/check-please-book-1-hockey
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250820310/we-are-the-scribes
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374389130/something-kindred
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250816597/thirsty-a-novel
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250873378/with-love-miss-americanah
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250193513/bunt
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250880666/tangleroot


Spot l ight  on  Kek la  Magoon
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A  c o m p e l l i n g ,  m u l t i - g e n e r a t i o n a l
n o v e l  f r o m  t h e  C o r e t t a  S c o t t  K i n g
a n d  P r i n t z  H o n o r - w i n n i n g  a u t h o r
o f  H o w  I t  W e n t  D o w n ,  L i g h t  I t
U p ,  a n d  T h e  M i n u s - O n e  C l u b ,
P r o m  B a b i e s  c h r o n i c l e s  t h e
s t o r i e s  o f  t h r e e  t e e n  g i r l s  w h o
b e c o m e  p r e g n a n t  o n  p r o m  n i g h t .
E i g h t e e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e i r  t h r e e
b a b i e s ,  n o w  h i g h  s c h o o l  s e n i o r s ,
a r e  h e a d e d  t o  p r o m  a n d  f a c i n g
t h e i r  o w n  s e t  o f  c o m p l i c a t e d
i s s u e s  a n d  q u e s t i o n s .

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250068231/how-it-went-down
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250619860/light-it-up
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250034304/37-things-i-love-in-no-particular-order
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250806208/the-minus-one-club
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250806253/prom-babies
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-light-it-up/
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-light-it-up/
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Who Belongs in America? The latest
installment of the World Citizen

Comics Line, Born in the USA, tracks
the history of immigration to the

United States, highlighting the twists
and turns in the nearly three-hundred

year old national debate to decide
who gets to call themselves a US

citizen.

Darrin Bell was six years old when his
mother told him he couldn’t have a

realistic water gun. She said she feared
for his safety, that police tend to think of

little Black boys as older and less innocent
than they really are.

Through evocative illustrations and sharp
humor, Bell examines how The Talk

shaped intimate and public moments
from childhood to adulthood. While

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250796530/born-in-the-usa
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250805140/the-talk
https://images.macmillan.com/folio-assets/rgg-guides/9781250805140RGG.pdf
https://images.macmillan.com/folio-assets/rgg-guides/9781250805140RGG.pdf

