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Spot l ight  on  Ju l ian  Randal l

Ju l ian  Randal l  i s  a  L iv ing  Queer  B lack  poet
f rom Ch icago .  H is  poet ry  and  essays  are

pub l i shed  in  the  New York  T imes  Magaz ine ,
POETRY ,  The  At lant i c ,  and  Vibe .  He  i s  the

rec ip ient  o f  a  Pushcart  Pr ize .  Ju l ian  ho lds  an
MFA in  Poet ry  f rom Ole  Miss .  H is  f i r s t  book ,

Refuse ,  won  the  Cave  Canem Poetry  Pr ize  and
was  a  f ina l i s t  for  an  NAACP Image  Award .  He

was  a lso  a  contr ibutor  to  the  #1  New York
T imes -bestse l l e r  Black  Boy  Joy .  Ju l ian  has

prev ious ly  worked  as  a  youth  mentor ,
teach ing  wr i t ing  workshops  to  ch i ldren  on
house  ar rest .  Pi lar  Ramirez  and  the  Escape

f rom Zafa  i s  h i s  debut  ch i ldren 's  nove l .  
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Spot l ight  on  Anna-Mar ie  McLemore

Anna-Mar ie  McLemore  was  born  in  the  footh i l l s  o f  the  San
Gabr ie l  Mounta ins  and  taught  by  the i r  fami ly  to  hear  la

l lo rona  in  the  Santa  Ana winds .  They  are  the  author  o f  The
Weight  o f  Feathers ,  a  2016  Wi l l iam C .  Morr i s  YA Debut

Award  F ina l i s t ;  2017  Stonewal l  Honor  Book  When the  Moon
Was Ours ,  wh ich  was  long l i s ted  for  the  Nat iona l  Book  Award

in  Young Peop le ' s  L i te rature ;  Wild  Beauty ,  a  Ki rkus ,  Schoo l
L ibrary  Journa l ,  and  Book l i s t  best  book  of  2017 ;  Blanca  &

Roja ,  a  New York  T imes  Book  Rev iew  Ed i tors '  Cho ice ;  Dark
and Deepest  Red ,  a  Winter  2020  Ind ie  Next  L i s t  t i t l e ;  and
The  Mi r ror  Season ,  wh ich  was  long l i s ted  for  the  Nat iona l

Book  Award  in  Young Peop le ' s  L i te rature .

Meet the Author
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Young Adu l t  -  Rea l i s t i c  F i c t ion

Jas  Hammonds  was  ra ised  in
many  c i t i es  and  between  the
pages  o f  many  books .  They

have  rece ived  support  for  the i r
wr i t ing  f rom Lambda L i te rary ,
Ba ldwin  for  the  Ar ts ,  and  the
High l ights  Foundat ion .  They

are  a lso  a  gratefu l  rec ip ient  o f
the  MacDowel l  James  Ba ldwin
Fe l lowsh ip .  The i r  debut  nove l ,
We Deserve  Monuments ,  won
the  2023  Coret ta  Scot t  K ing
John  Steptoe  Award  for  New

Talent ,  among many  other
acco lades .  The i r  la tes t  young

adu l t  nove l ,  Th i rs ty ,  i s  out
now.

Mee
t Ja

s Hammonds 
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Spot l ight  on  George  M.  Johnson

George  M.  Johnson  ( they / them)  i s  an  Emmy nominated ,
award-winn ing ,  and  bestse l l ing  B lack  nonb inary  author

and  act iv i s t .  They  have  wr i t ten  on  race ,  gender ,  sex ,
and  cu l ture  for  Essence ,  the  Advocate ,  BuzzFeed  News ,

Teen  Vogue ,  and  more  than  for ty  o ther  nat iona l
pub l i cat ions .  George  has  appeared  on  BuzzFeed ’s

AM2DM as  we l l  as  on  MSNBC.  They  are  a lso  a  proud
HBCU a lum twice  over  and  a  member  o f  A lpha  Ph i

A lpha  Fratern i ty ,  Incorporated .  The i r  debut  memoi r ,  A l l
Boys  Aren ’ t  B lue ,  was  a  New York  T imes  bestse l l e r  and

garnered  many  acco lades .  I t  was  the  second-most
banned  book  of  2022  in  the  Un i ted  States ,  accord ing  to

the  Amer ican  L ibrary  Assoc iat ion .  For  the i r  work
f ight ing  book  bans  and  cha l lenges ,  the  Nat iona l

Coa l i t ion  Against  Censorsh ip  (NCAC)  honored  George
with  i t s  F ree  Speech  Defender  Award ,  and  T IME

Magaz ine  named them one  of  the  “100  Next  Most
In f luent ia l  Peop le  in  the  Wor ld . ”  Whi le  wr i t ing  the i r

memoi r ,  George  used  he /h im pronouns .  Or ig ina l ly  f rom
Pla inf ie ld ,  New Jersey ,  they  now l i ve  in  Los  Ange les ,

Ca l i forn ia .

Meet the Author
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Young Adu l t

Non-F ic t ion  &
Memoi rs
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Young Adu l t

FANTASY,  SCI-F I ,
THRILLERS,  AND MORE
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Meet
 Aiden Thomas

Aiden  Thomas  i s  a  t rans ,  Lat inx ,  New York
T imes  Bestse l l ing  Author  wi th  an  MFA in

Creat ive  Wr i t ing  f rom Mi l l s  Co l lege .
Or ig ina l ly  f rom Oak land ,  Ca l i forn ia ,  they

now make  the i r  home in  Por t land ,  OR.  A iden
is  notor ious  for  not  be ing  ab le  to  guess  the
end ings  o f  books  and  mov ies ,  and  organ izes

the i r  bookshe lves  by  co lor .
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Young Adu l t  -  FANTASY,  SCI-F I ,  THRILLERS,  AND MORE

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250250469
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250822086/celestial-monsters
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250822130/the-sunbearer-trials
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250246752
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374314309
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250872456/daughter-of-the-bone-forest
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250269508
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250269522/godslayers
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250245267
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250871619/song-of-the-six-realms


Young Adu l t  -  Remixed  C lass ics
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In  the  Remixed  C lass ics  ser ies ,  authors  f rom d iverse
backgrounds  take  d i f fe rent  l i te rary  c lass ics  f rom centur ies  past

and  re interpret  them through  the i r  own un ique  cu l tura l  l ens .
Th is  co l l ec t ion  wi l l  se rve  YA readers  as  both  a  ser ies  o f  fun ,

engaging  reads  as  we l l  as  a  subvers ive  overa l l  look  at  what  our
soc ie ty  has  deemed “c lass ic”  — works  that  are  overwhe lming ly

c i shet ,  wh i te ,  and  male .

Discover Remixed Classics

Click here to download the Educator's Guide!

A National Book Award 
Longlist Selection

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250833563/my-dear-henry-a-jekyll-hyde-remix
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250774934/self-made-boys-a-great-gatsby-remix
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250853509/a-clash-of-steel-a-treasure-island-remix
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250828484/teach-the-torches-to-burn-a-romeo-juliet-remix
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250869807/most-ardently-a-pride-prejudice-remix
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250842657/into-the-bright-open-a-secret-garden-remix
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/remixed-classics-educators-guide/


Young Adu l t  -  Graph ic  Nove ls
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250777058
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250252661/in-limbo-a-graphic-memoir
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250784124/belle-of-the-ball
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250268792/monstrous
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626723634
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626722590
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250756145
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781596437098
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626729407
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250178138


Young Adu l t  -  Graph ic  Nove ls
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250828514/the-baker-and-the-bard
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250822840/maelstrom-a-prince-of-evil
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250754066/ashscabin
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250863188/the-sweetness-between-us
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250838308/leap
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626726413
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250207562
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250177964
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250179500


Spot l ight  on  Mike  Curato

Mike  Curato  i s  the  award-winn ing
author  and  i l lus t rator  o f  the

L i t t l e  E l l io t  ser ies  and  the
graph ic  nove l  F lamer ,  and  has
i l lus t rated  a  number  o f  o ther
books  for  ch i ldren ,  inc lud ing

What  I f…  (by  Samantha  Berger ) ,
Worm Loves  Worm,  and  A l l  the

Way to  Havana .

Meet the Author
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250209849/merrychristmaslittleelliot
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781627796408/littleelliotfallfriends
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805098273/littleelliotbigfun
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805098266/little-elliot-big-family
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805098259/littleelliotbigcity
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250762207
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250222305/theshareygodmother
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250756145
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781627796422/allthewaytohavana
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250351722/if-i-were-a-fish

